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Bob llyne: The Clark Gahlnf the over-40 chutists?
CHUTISTS OVER PHORTY

Oldsters Are Up-in Air

BY TOM NUGENT

Free Press Staff Writer
Approximately 30 middle-
aged and elderly people gath-
ered in a vacant field in Ox-
ford Township Friday. They
studied the gray, chilly skies,
and thev tested the cold wind




studied the gray, chilly skies,
jand they tested the cold wind
;and then after a while most
lof them went up in airplanes
- and jumped out.

| THAT'S THE kind of day it
was Friday, on the grass-cov-
cred field at Baldwin and
Seymour Lake roads in north-
ern Oakland County, where
approximately 30 members of
the Parachutists Over Phorty
club (POPs) gathered for the
opening day of the 1970 na-
tional championships.

POPs is a sky-diving club
composed of people over 40
who hayve made at least one
free-fall jump.

POPs claims more than 500
members around the world,
mayhe 20 of them women,
and this vear members de-
cided to hold the American
championships on the Oxford
Sky Diving Club airfield.

THE CONTESTANTS, who
are being judged for accuracy
and timing in the two-day
meet, came from all over the
United States. Many are for-
mer Air Force and Army Air
Corps paratroopers. Two had
jumped with the 82d Airborne
Division in the Normandy in-
vasion. .

There was a f-year-old
diver, Seth Whitcomb from
Eton Falls. There was a sky
diver with a glass eye (he
tapes it in place with Band-
Aids before jumping); a sky
diver with a wooden leg; a
sky diver with only one arm.

And then there was Bob
‘Rhyne, auto worker from
\ Flint. Rhyne wears a black-
and-gold jump suit with a

IF'earless POPS” arm palch,

HE WEARS a hurgundy
haschall cap with silver flying
wings, oily black hoots, and a
waxy handlebar mustache.

Rhyne leaned on his heels,
squinted at the sky, nibbled
his L&M, and suddenly he

dumped her.”

A jumper drifts in for a landing at

was—Clark Gahle. Same shift-
ing slouch. Same rolling cad-
ences. Same droopy mustache
sliding over every word.
“NYeah,” he said, *“I did me

a cutaway one time. (A cula-
way is when you are forced to
dump your main chute.) Got
the main chute all tangled up,
and finally 1 had to throw her
away. Hit the clamps and

te snickered. “Guess what
Reserve chute came out
fouled. When that bahv
opened she had twn busted
lmes and a hole 1 her yon
coulda thrown a chair
through. But I rode her down

Compeletive sky divers
jump from small airplanes—
mostly Cessnas and Piper
Cubs.-at an altitude of ap-
proximately 3,000 feet.

THEY ARF judged on how
close they come {o a small
plastic disc, ahout the size of
a Irisbes, planted in the cen-
ter of the jumping lield,

‘The sky diver must fight
wind currents and a natural
tendency to drift and roll as
he descends. He does this by
holding a variety of positions,
like the “‘arch,” in which the
diver hends backward and ex-
tends his arms to control his
flight.

“It's not really that danger-
ous.” said 60-year-old Whit-
comh.

“I've made 185 fumps.
Sure, I've sprained my ankle
a few times, but that's all.”

The TOPs memhers say 35
of the 60,000 peaple who' sky
dive every vear wind up as
fatalities,

the POPs meet




