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Come and join us in the beautiful
Bahamas for a wonderful
skydiving holiday. This is one of
the premier tourist destinations -
the world offering casinos,
beaches, scuba diving, forseback.
riding, fishing and of course,
skydiving with year-round
sunshine. Accommodation

tt style or condos on the water. Just

ire located on the island of Grand

i Ft. Lauderdale. Please call us

97, or call or fax us anytime at:

t International Airport.

POPS Set CRW Record

by Mike Lewis

It was a blue sky weekend in Raeford, .

N.C., as 15 members of the Parachutists
Over Phorty Society met April 12-14 to set
a POPS CRW record.

And it was a successful weekend. The
group topped the previous 9-way record
three times, completing 10-, 11- and 12-way
formations over the course of the event.

The attempts, dubbed “POPS Do CReW
Too,” were organized by local Bob William-
son. He did an excellent job taking care of
the details, reserving hotel rooms, arranging
for three hot meals a day and even bringing
in a masseuse to work on sore muscles.

Performance Designs sent me and a pile
of Lightning canopies to support the event.
The Raeford Parachute Center provided a
Twin Otter for the jumps.

Prior to the event we had decided to only
try and break the record by one. We made
three attempts on Friday at a 10-way Kite,
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Jumpers fly two side-by-side stacks during a
POPS CRW event last month at Raeford, N.C.
The jumpers went on to complete a 12-way
POPS record. Photograph by Tom Plonka.

and those jumps resulted in several cut-
aways. It turned out to be a challenging day
of working out slots and repacking reserves.

Not to be discouraged, the group went
up Saturday morning and built the 10-way
on the first attempt. After a quick debrief
and some group photos we went back up to
try for an [1-way.

The 10-way built quickly but started
swinging badly. Jackson Hoffman made
several valiant tries but was unable to dock
on the wildly moving target. The tail of the
kite was too heavy and caused the wings to
breathe in and out. This action causes the
tail to pump up and down as well as for-
ward and backward. Throw in the usual
sideways swinging of the bottom stack and
you have an almost impossible slot.

These same obstacles thwarted last
year’s attempts at the same formation. But
we'd learned a few things since then and the
weight was adjusted on the tail of the kite.
By putting the heaviest jumper at the top of
the tail (bottom of the 9-way diamond), the
pendulum effect was eliminated and the kite
would fly. :

Unfortunately, the winds did not cooper-
ate. The Raeford dragon awoke with 25
mph gusts and his usual appetite for flesh
and bones au-nylon. The drop zone went on
a wind hold and then the clouds came in
and shut it down for the day.

Unfortunately, three POPS members had
to leave that afternoon.

But there were still enough jumpers to
carry on with the record attempts. The °
group saw another completion on the first
dive Sunday, building an 11-way for a sec-
ond POPS CRW record.

We joyfully packed our canopies and
made our way back from landing two miles
out. (The spotter said something about age
and his eyesight not being what it used to
be.)

After a few congratulations and perhaps
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back up and built a 12-way for yet another
record. :

Too bad there were no more POPS left
on the DZ (or at least not any CRW dogs).

Tom Plonka did an excellent job filming
the dives. He was also the last jumper to
dock on the final 12-way formation.

The other 11 record holders include Vern
i Bates, Franc Bender, Steve Bowen, Stan
e \P s b Bussey, Vic Herrick, Jackson Hoffman,

‘::55—:' ﬁ rfqrmance Mike Lewis, Chris Mangos, Gary Miller,
esigns inc Ken Smith and Bob Williamson.
1300 Eost Infernational Speedway Blvd, The weekend was full of old jump vid-
PH: (904) 7382554[509‘%/4&{?{(?34(}}% jggé; eos and many “there I was” stories. With a
new crop of POPS on the way, the group is
already looking forward to next year and
POPS Do CReW Three. Q




